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CITY OF GREATER GERALDTON 
Statement by Member for Geraldton 

MR I.C. BLAYNEY (Geraldton) [12.55 pm]: My electorate and hometown of Geraldton is a coastal city. The 
Nationals WA leader, Mia Davies, recently spent a couple of days in Geraldton looking at issues to do with the 
sea and the coastline. Thanks to Barnacles on the Wharf, now owned by Geraldton Fishermen’s Co-operative, for 
a beautiful lunch and inspection of its new retail premises. The proposed fishermen’s memorial will be nearby. 
Congratulations to Josh and Tanya Johnson for purchasing their MV 2000 wave-piercing ferry to serve Abrolhos 
tourism. It is a real vote of confidence in this industry. I would urge the government to build the facilities to service 
this vessel. Funds are left over from the Beresford foreshore project to complete it. Geraldton has five sites of 
coastal erosion: Point Moore, Beresford foreshore, St Georges Beach, Sunset Beach and Drummond Cove. The 
Liberal–National government built an engineering solution at Beresford foreshore funded by royalties for regions, 
the Mid West Ports Authority and the City of Greater Geraldton. In the recent storm with 100-kilometre-an-hour 
winds, a storm surge and heavy seas, it worked perfectly, protecting $60 million of government assets. 
Congratulations to local company Centrals for building it. Three sites are being protected by sandbags funded by 
the city. They worked well but are not a permanent solution. It is time that the state government established a fund 
to help local government install permanent solutions along the coastline to protect government assets. We also 
visited Geraldton’s busy port and I would like to thank CEO Dr Rochelle Macdonald for hosting us. Finally, we 
attended an informative meeting of the Geraldton Professional Fishermen’s Association. Thank you to all. 
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